Donnacha Dennehy

The Hunger

(a docu-opera)

2012-2016

for soprano, male sean nés singer, sinfonietta, playback and video

Copyright © 2016 by Music Sales Corporation (ASCAP)
Rights administered by G. Schirmer, Inc. (ASCAP)
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.




Commissioned by Alarm Will Sound

WiIth funding provided by Arts Council of Ireland, MAP Fund, New Music USA

For Kate Manley (soprano), larla O'Lionaird (sean nos singer)
& Alarm Will Sound (conducted by Alan Pierson)

Dedicated to Courtney Orlando



DURATION 70 minutes

INSTRUMENTATION

flute (doubling piccolo and alto flute)
oboe (doubling english horn)

clarinet in Bb

clarinet in Bb (doubling bass clarinet)
bassoon

horn in F
trumpet in C
trombone (with F attachment)

percussion 1 :
vibraphone (struck and bowed)
crotales (higher set, bowed only)
orchestral bass drum

percussion 2:
marimba
kick drum

piano

soprano voice
sean nos singer (male tenor voice)

violin 1

violin 2

viola

cello

bass (with C extension, tuned down to B)

playback
video playback (to be sent to 5 different screens)

NOTATION AND ACCIDENTALS
Accidentals hold through the bar, and are immediately cancelled at the next barline.
This also applies for microtonal accidentals.

MICROTONAL ACCIDENTALS

Deviation by 1/4 tone: Deviation by 1/6 tone, or thereabouts:

- H— L—
#

The piece moves in and out of overtone-based tuning. Most microtonally inflected pitches are
notated in terms of the governing fundamental and its particular harmonic number. For example,
lo:G indicates that the governing fundamental is G, and 70 indicates the 7th harmonic. Its tuning

will thus be 31 cents lower than the equal tempered equivalent of that note. It is best to find the
tuning in one of two ways:

(1) finding the harmonic naturally from an open string and tuning to that OR
(2) making use of a software application (for example MSP, PD or Cleartune among many others)
to play back the pitch at the correct tuning, given its placement in the overtone series.

"EQ" indicates that the pitch should be played at equal temperament. This is usually indicated if
that same pitch has been microtonally inflected before, or if it is a chord tone that might be
interpreted by the player as needing to be microtonally inflected (e.g., the third or seventh) but
should not be.
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